
zAFA ART HOUSE USER GUIDE TO SEARCH FUNCTIONS 

In order for AFA Art House to function appropriately, it is important to use a modern browser: Google 

Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, Internet Explorer 9 and above, and Safari. 
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SECTION ONE: HOME PAGE & BROWSE THE COLLECTION BY BROAD CATEGORY 

 

The AFA Art House Home page can be found by going to the web link: http://alberta.emuseum.com/. 

This will bring you to the collection search portal landing page.  

To browse the collection by broad categories, click on the image of the medium you wish to view. You 

can view the title of each broad category by hovering over the image, which will also highlight the 

image.  

 

Note: ¢ƘŜ ά!w¢ /h[[9/¢Lhbέ ƳŜƴǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ 

ǇŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !C! !Ǌǘ IƻǳǎŜΦ ¢ƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜ tŀƎŜΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎέ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

red box.   

http://alberta.emuseum.com/
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SECTION TWO: FREE ENTRY SEARCH 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǘȅǇƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōƻȄέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

page. {ƛƳǇƭȅ Ƙƛǘ Ψ9ƴǘŜǊΩ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƪŜȅōƻŀǊŘΣ ƻǊ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜǾǊƻƴ όҔύ ǘƻ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ You can 

search by category (e.g. painting, sculpture), medium (e.g. pastel, acrylic, collage), artist first and/or last 

ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ όŜΦƎΦ άƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜέ ƻǊ ά9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴέύ, a date or an accession 

number. 

2.1 ¦ǎƛƴƎ ŦǊŜŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōƻȄ ŦƻǊ άǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻǊ άǘƛƭŜ ǾƛŜǿέ 

 

Note: A Keyword search by medium such as painting will bring up the same results as if you were to 

ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ άtŀƛƴǘƛƴƎέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƛƴ 1. 

.Ŝ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ άм ƻŦ ормέ ƛǎ not the number of artworks, but the number of pages you can 

scroll through, using the forward chevron (>) next to the red arrow pictured above. The number of 

artworks the search returns is at the top of the page, in the green box. 

The icon next to the orange ŀǊǊƻǿ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ άǾƛŜǿέ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ άtileέ 

view. 
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нΦн ¦ǎƛƴƎ ŦǊŜŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōƻȄ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀ {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 5ŀǘŜ ƛƴ άƭƛǎǘ ǾƛŜǿέ 

 

The best way to search for an artwork made in a specific year is to use the free entry search. Simply 

enter the year you wish to search, and the results will be for all artworks dated for that year, as well as 

those that include that year in a multi-ȅŜŀǊ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ άнллпέ ǘƻ 

perform a search. 

 

 
 

In this example, ƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ άнллпέ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ōƻȄΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ άнллпέ ŀǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άнллпέ ƛƴ 

their date range, indicated by the yellow circle. 
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2.3 Using fǊŜŜ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōƻȄ ŦƻǊ άprairieέ ƛƴ άƭƛǎǘ ǾƛŜǿέ 

 

The free entry search box will perform a search on keywords, however the system is not currently set up 

with tags for thematic searches.  

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ άƭƛǎǘέ view, indicated by the icon next to the yellow arrow. 

 

Note: Searching in this way will only bring up artworks with the search word in the title of the work. At 

thiǎ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ άǘŀƎǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǳǎŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōȅ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘΦ  
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2.3.1 Selecting an object from a search list 

Using the example in 2.2, you can select any item in your list to see its full record. In this example we 

will select the ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άtǊŀƛǊƛŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ŀȅǎέ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ La!D9 ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢L¢[9Φ 

 

From the single object view, you can see a larger image ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ά9ƴƭŀǊƎŜ LƳŀƎŜέ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

the yellow box, which will open in a new window. Be sure to allow pop-ups in your web browser 

for this to work. 

You can also scroll between all artworks your search produced, using the forward (>) and back (<) 

chevrons, outlined in the red circle. 

To return to your entire search results list, click on the object count, ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜ άόср hōƧŜŎǘǎύέ 

outlined in the green box. 

Note: If you enter a term into the Search box from here, you are searching the entire collection 

again. This will not result in a sub-search of your current results. To do this you will need to conduct 

ŀƴ ά!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ {ŜŀǊŎƘέΦ 
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SECTION THREE: LIST OF ARTISTS A-Z 

3.1 Bringing up a listing of all artists in the collection in alphabetical order 

To ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ !Ǌǘƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ŀƭǇƘŀōŜǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ Ψ!Ǌǘƛǎǘǎ !-½Ω ƭƛƴƪ located in the ART 

COLLECTION side menu, in the red box. You can then see an alphabetical listing of all artists with a last 

name starting with a specific letter, in this ŎŀǎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ά9έ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ά9έΦ To select 

ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΣ ΨŎƭƛŎƪΩ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜΦ  

 

To find out more about a specific artist in the list, you can click on their name. In this case, we will select 

ά!ƴƴŜƳŀǊƛŜ {ŎƘƳƛŘ 9ǎƭŜǊέ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ yellow box.  
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3.1.1 Artist biographies and artworks in the collection 

Not all artists have biographies in the system at this time, but if an artist biography is available it can 

ōŜ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŎƭƛŎƪŜŘΦ  

 

From this screen you can view any biography information available. You can also see featured works 

by the artist, located at the bottom of the screen, indicated by the yellow diamond. (Note: if you 

ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǇŀƎŜΣ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ .ǊƻǿǎŜǊΩǎ ά.ŀŎƪέ ōǳǘǘƻƴέύΦ 

If you want to see all ǿƻǊƪǎ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ !ǊǘƛǎǘΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ά.ǊƻǿǎŜ !ƭƭέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΣ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΦ 

CǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ά9έ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

top of the page, indicated by the orange box, or you can now scroll through all the artists and see 

the biography page by using the forward and back chevrons, indicated by the red arrow. This feature 

can also tell you how many artists in the collection have a last name starting with a letter (in this 

case, 34). 

Finally, you can return to the Artists A-Z from the Art Collection sidebar menu. 
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3.1.2 Browsing all artworks by an Artist 

CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά9έ ƭƛǎǘΣ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ 9ǾŀƴǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ȅƻǳ 

will see he does not have a biography. 

 

 
 

Once you have clicked through to Browse All, you will see a series of tiles, and possibly multiple 

pages of images of artworks by this artist.  
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If there are multiple pages of listings, you will see a number at the top sucƘ ŀǎ άм ƻŦ 3έΦ In this case 

there is only one page of images. In the event of multiple pages, you can always move between 

pages by selecting back (<) and forward (>) chevrons. You can hover over each image to see the title 

of the artwork. You can select an image by clicking it to see more about that artwork. If a tile says 

ΨLƳŀƎŜ ƴƻǘ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΩ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

be no image for it.  
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SECTION FOUR: USING THE ADVANCED SEARCH FUNCTION 

4.1 The Advanced Search Page 

¢ƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ {ŜŀǊŎƘέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƳŜƴǳ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ 

page in AFA Art House. The Advance Search page will allow you to search by a number of criteria. The 

page allows you to search all available Objects in the AFA Art Collection database.  

We are continuously updating the information in our database, and working to improve the Advanced 

Search functionality, including new fields for Style and Subject which are currently in development.  

 

The check box allows you to limit your Search to produce only results that contain an image. If this is not 

selected, all records will be provided in the Search Results.  
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4.2 Using Individual Advanced Search Criteria 

While you can use multiple fields to conduct an Advanced Search, each field searches a different section 

of the object record in the database. This is a basic overview of what each field will search on before 

moving into more complex searches. 

Note: The examples in section 4.2 will generally show the results of entering a specific search term in 

the field being discussed. All searches take place from the Advanced Search Page, and the associated 

fields. 

4.2.1 Searching by Artist 

This field searches the entire Artist name, allowing the user to search by first, last or partial name to 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜǊƳ ά²ƛƭƭέΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƭŀǎǘ 

ƴŀƳŜΣ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ƴŀƳŜΦ 9ƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ά²ƛƭƭέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘƛǎǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 

results, shƻǿƴ ƛƴ ά[ƛǎǘέ ǾƛŜǿΦ 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ά²ƛƭƭέΦ 
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4.2.2 Searching by Title 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ άƪŜȅǿƻǊŘέ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ !C! ƛǎ 

adding tags to works of art in the database to allow for more functionality. Title searches can 

provide broad results based on a theme when that word is located in the artwork title, such as 

ά²ƛƴǘŜǊέ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ {ŜŀǊŎƘΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ άƭƛǎǘέ ǾƛŜǿΦ 

 

Note: This will only return results where the search word is in the Title of the work of art. Many 

ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻŦ ŀǊǘ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ά²ƛƴǘŜǊέΦ 
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4.2.3 Searching by a Specific Date 

In section 2.2, we showed you how to use the free entry search box to search a specific year. You 

can also do a specific date search in the Advanced Search but it must be conducted slightly 

differently then when using the free entry search box. Your results will also be slightly different. In 

ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ άнллпέ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƛƴ нΦнΦ Note: You must enter both the 

Begin Date and the End Date when in Advanced Search mode. 

 

You will notice that this search resulted in a smaller number of results than the free entry search box 

example. This search will result in only artworks with the exact ȅŜŀǊ άнллпέΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

ŘŀǘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άнллпέ ŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нΦн ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΦ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƳƻǊŜ 

accurate results. 
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4.2.4 Searching by Date Range 

The Begin and End Date search fields also allow the user to search by a range of dates, which can 

allow users to search for certain art movements which occurred during a certain time period. In this 

case, we have searched the dates 1963-1969. 

 

Searching by date range may assist in limiting results to a certain artistic movement based on era. A 

Search on the date range 1920-1939 will assist in limiting results to works associated with 

colonialism, and provide results related to A.C. Leighton and H.G. Glyde. Alternatively, a search on 

the dates 1946-1969 can help to narrow down works featuring a broad movement, such as modern 

abstraction, including works by Roy Kiyooka, Thelma Manarey, Alex Janvier and Ronald Spickett.  

Note: By scrolling through the Search Results, the user can identify techniques and concepts that 

further convey a certain theme or movement.  
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4.2.5 Searching by Medium (Broad Term) 

¢ƘŜ άaŜŘƛǳƳέ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ to those artworks made using broad terms 

contained in a medium or techniqueΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ά²ƻƻŘέ.  

 

¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘŜǊƳ ά²ƻƻŘέ ǿƛƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƭƭ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǿƻƻŘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

first entry which is macǊŀƳŞ ǿƛǘƘ άŘǊƛŦǘǿƻƻŘέ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŘƛǳƳΣ ǇǊƛƴǘƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǿƻƻŘŎǳǘǎΣ ǘƻ 

works that are carved in wood. 

  


























